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Agenda 

 
 
 
TUESDAY,  May 20th (1st part) 
 
10.00 ς Preparatory meeting EGDI-Scope (core team) 
 
Directors of the Geological Surveys of Europe 
EGS Expert Groups Chairs and Deputy Chairs 
EGS-SI-EG Members 
 
12.30 ς  Registration and buffet lunch at Royal Belgian Institute of Natural Sciences 

(Rue Vautier 29, Brussels) 
 
13.30 ς Welcome and Introduction ς Geological Survey of Belgium 
 
13.40 ς EGS developments and strategy framework for EGS (Luca Demicheli, General 

secretary EGS) 
 
13.55 ς Status and key results of EGDI-Scope (Rob van der Krogt, Coordinator EGDI-Scope) 
 
14.10 ς Thematic presentations EGDI-Scope (core team/ WP leaders): 

- Stakeholder Consultation and use cases (Mikael Pederson, Jørgen Tulstrup) 

- Prioritisation of Datasets (Katy Lee, Matthew Harrison) 

- Technical Design (Sylvain Grellet, François Robida) 

- Legal aspects (Sara Hugelier) 

- Governance (Rob van der Krogt) 

- Communication (Claudia Delfini) 
 

15.30 ς Implementation Plan and Roadmap for follow-up (Rob van der Krogt) 
 
15.45 ς Statements from participating EGS-members and members of EGS Expert Groups 
 
16.05 ς Discussion and conclusions 
 
16.30 ς  Break, coffee and refreshments/  

Welcome to stakeholder representatives 
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TUESDAY,  May 20th (2nd part) 
 
16.30 ς  Break, coffee and refreshments/  

Welcome to EU-stakeholder representatives 
 
17.00 ς Welcome to EU-stakeholder representatives 
 
17.10 - EGS developments and strategy framework for EGS (Luca Demicheli, General 

secretary EGS) 
 
17.20 ς Key results, benefits and follow-up EGDI-Scope (Rob van der Krogt, Coordinator 

EGDI-Scope) 
 
17.40 ς Statements by EU-stakeholders 
 
18.00 ς Panel session & plenary discussion 
(Dumitru Fornea,  Michelle Wyart-Remy, Iain Shepherd, Jerome Béquignon, Wim Jansen, Rob 
van der Krogt. Moderator: Luca Demicheli) 
 
Statements for panel session: 
- 9ǳǊƻǇŜŀƴ ǇƻƭƛŎȅ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ ŎŀƴΩǘ Řƻ ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ ƎŜƻƭƻƎƛŎŀƭ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ 
- The Geological surveys of Europe are in the best position to manage the EGDI 
- The EGDI is necessary to maintain and develop INSPIRE datamodels 
- The Geological surveys can provide the liaison for integrated approach of on- and 

offshore issues 
- Enhanced collaboration of geological survey organisations of Europe can strengthen the 

global position of European industry 
- ΧΦ 
- ΧΦ 
 
18.30 ς Cocktail 

20.00 - Closure 
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Meeting summary  
 

EGDI-Scope study for revitalising EU investments in geoscientific information 
The EGDI-Scope final event was held in Brussels at the Royal Belgian Institute of Natural Sciences on the 
20th of May. EuroGeoSurveys presented the main results of the EGDI-Scope project, feasibility study on the 
creation of a European Geological Data Infrastructure (EGDI). The study sets the basis for a Geological 
Service for Europe that will facilitate easy open access to digital geological data at the European scale. 
EGDI-Scope estimated the investments made in current and past EU-funded geoscientific research projects 
ς for which results are no longer easily accessible ς to be in the order of 400-тлл Ƴƛƭƭƛƻƴ ϵΣ and proposes an 
e-infrastructure which gathers data from these projects, thereby contributing to European policies 
development in relevant domains such as mineral resources, soils, groundwater, energy and natural 
hazards.    

The event was attended by European Institutions and EuroGeoSurveys representatives, as well as key 
stakeholders. Particularly, the Panel session engaged in a fervid debate on the benefits of an EGDI, the 
creation of a Geological Service for Europe, as well as the open access of geological data. Jérôme 
Béquignon, Senior Coordinator at the European Space Agency, highlighted that the reality is complex and 
the EGDI poses a technological challenge, but it represents indeed a strong contribution to EU earth 
observation programmes such as Copernicus. Luca Demicheli, part of the panelists, underlined the 
importance of making data accessible besides making them available. The Deputy Director of TNO Tirza van 
Daalen also remarked how the open data policy currently applied in The Netherlands increases business 
opportunities. Robert Tomas, Scientific Officer at DG JRC and Dumitru Fornea of CSN Meridian, said that 
from one side opening data helps to demonstrate the scientific expertise and on the other side it increases 
transparency. Finally, Iain Shepherd from DG MARE, highlighted that the benefits of data sharing are even 
more evident in the maritime environment: it favorites the productivity of the operations by putting data 
together from different sources, it avoids mapping twice the same areas, it stimulates innovation by 
creating new products and open the market to new ideas, it reduces uncertainty.  

The creation of a sustainable, long term European platform on geoscience disciplines (the EGDI), that will 
collect and provide high quality harmonized geological data for many cross-boundary applications, is seen 
as a necessity for the EU. In fact, despite the large investments made by the European Commission, the 
majority of the EU-funded projects and their resulting data have disappeared after only three years from 
completion, resulting in a huge loss of taxpayers' money. The EGDI will therefore facilitate continuity and 
sustainability of these EU projects by coordinating, collecting and archiving high quality data from 
geoscience disciplines making them available in the long term.   

The EGDI will also set up an operational INSPIRE compliant EU Minerals Knowledge Data Platform that will 
allow all stakeholders to search, view and acquire standardised geo-resources and related data and 
foresight studies on non-energy raw materials. The system will support strategic decision processes related 
to Europe's societal and growth challenges and international initiatives such as GEOSS, the Global Earth 
Observation System of Systems. 
EGDI-Scope sets the basis for a common European Geological Service to support national and EU 
institutions in effective decision-making and strategic planning related to the subsurface. 
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